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W THE LONG TERM, W WOULD 
MAKE ME HAPPIER TO DO 
WELL AT SCHOOL AND 
BECOME SUCCESSFUL. 


BUT IN THE VERY LONG 
TERM, X KNOW WHICH 
WILL MAKE BETTER 
MEMORIES. 


Calvin “4 HObDbES 


1985-1995 


The creator of Calvin and Hobbes 
speaks out on the nature of art, 
the process of creation, and 
why he’s ending the most 
popular comic strip 
of all time. 


BY GILL WATTERSON 


Watterson on Cartooning 


I don’t think of comics as just entertainment. It’s a rare 
privilege to be able to talk to millions of people on a given day, so 
I’ m eager to say something meaningful when I can. There is always 
pressure to write some snappy one-liner that will buy me another 
twenty-four hours of lead time on deadlines, but nothing depresses 
me like thinking I've become a joke factory to fill newspaper space. 
Whenever possible, I use the strip to talk about the things that are Watterson on the Process 
important to me. 

I think the best comics (like the best novels, paintings, etc.) I think I learned to Бе a writer so I could draw for 
are personal, idiosyncratic works that reflect a unique and honest a living. Actually, I enjoy writing as much as drawing, but 
sensibility. To attract and keep an audience, art must entertain, but working on a deadline, the drawing is easier and faster. 
the significance of any art lies in its ability to express truths - to reveal People always ask how cartoonists come up with 
and help us under- 
stand our world. 
Comic strips, in their 
own humble way, are 
capable of doing this. 

The best 
comics expose human 
nature and help us 
laugh at our own stu- 
pidity and hypocrisy. 
They indulge in exag- ba 
geration and absur- | IM Aves A 
dity, helpings to sec Above, the very first Calvin and Hobbes strip, published November 18, 1985. The final daily strip 


the world with fresh x г рі 3 | 
eyesandremindingus (printed in this month's regular Calvin and Hobbes feature) was dated December 30, 1995. 


how important it is to 
play and be silly. Comics depict the ordinary, mundane eventsofour ideas, and the answer is so boring that we're usually 
lives and help us remember the importance of tiny moments. They tempted to make up something sarcastic. The truth is, we 
cleverly sum up our unexpressed thoughts and emotions. Sometimes hold a blank sheet of Paper, stare into space, and let our 
they show the world from the perspective of children and animals, minds wander. (To the layman, this looks remarkably like 
encouraging us to be innocent for a moment. goofing off.) When something interests us, we play around 

The best comics, that is to say, are fun house mirrors that with it. Sometimes this yields a funny observation; some- 
distort appearances only to help us recognize, and laugh at, our times it doesn’t, but that’s about all there is to it. Once in 


essential characteristics. 
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a while the cartoonist will find himself 
in a beam of light and angels will ap- 
pear with a great idea, but not often. 

Occasionally I'll have a sub- 
ject or issue in mind that I want to talk 
about, but if I don’t have a ready topic, 
I try to think of what I'd like to draw. 
My goal is to feel enthusiastic about 
some aspect of the work. I think one 
can always tell when an artist is en- 
gaged and having a good time: the 
energy and life comes through in the 
work. 

I like to sit outside when I 
write, partly because it seems less like 
ajob that way, and partly because there 
are bugs and birds and rocks around 
that may suggest an idea. I never know 
what will trigger a workable idea, so 
my writing schedule varies a great deal. 
Sometimes I can write several strips in 
an afternoon; sometimes I can't write 
anything at all. I never know if another 
hour sitting there will be wasted time or 
the most productive hour of the day. 

When I come up with a topic, 
I look at it through Calvin’s eyes. 
Calvin’s personality dictates a range of 
possible reactions to any subject, so I 
just tag along and see what he does. 

The truth of the matter is that 
my characters write their own material. 
I put them in situations and listen to 
them. A line for Hobbes never works 
for Calvin or Susie, because Hobbes 
reacts differently and he expresses him- 
self in a different voice. Virtually all 
the strip’s humor comes from the char- 
acters personalities: I would never think 
of Calvin’s retort if Calvin weren’t the 
one saying it. 


From “The Calvin and Hobbes Tenth Anniversary Book™ by Bill Watterson, 
01995 Bull Wanerion. Reprinted with permission of Andrews and McMeel 


The Final Strip 


Comic Relief, along with all of the news- 
papers and magazines that published 
Calvin and Hobbes, received the fol- 
lowing letter from Bill Watterson in 
November, 1995: 


Dear Comic Relief Editor, 

I will be stopping 
Calvin and Hobbes at the end 
of the year. This was not a 


I WANT TO BE А ONEIN 
A-MILLION, OVERNIGHT 
Success! І WANT THE 
WORLD HANDED 
To ME ON A 
‘SILVER PLATTER! 


TO PAY ANY 
DUES IN LIFE. 


@ ул, 


Calvin is named for а sixteenth-century theologian who believed їп predestination. 
Most people assume that Calvin is based on a son of mine, or based on detailed 
memories of my own childhood. In fact, I don't have children, and I was a fairly quiet, 
obedient kid - almost Calvin's opposite. One of the reasons that Calvin's character is 
fun to write is that I often don't agree with him. 


I WONDER WHY MAN WAS 
PUT ON EARTH. WHAT'S 
OUR PURPOSE? WHY ARE 


Hobbes is named after a seventeenth-century philosopher with a dim view of human 
nature. Hobbes has the patient dignity and common sense of most animals I've met. 
Hobbes was very much inspired by one of our cats, a gray tabby named Sprite. Sprite 
not only provided the long body and facial characteristics for Hobbes, she also was the 
model for his personality. She was good-natured, intelligent, friendly, and enthusiastic 
in a sneaking-up-and-pouncing sort of way. Sprite suggested the idea of Hobbes 
greeting Calvin at the door in midair at high velocity. 


comic strip has been a privilege and a 
pleasure, and I thank you for giving me 
the opportunity. 


recent or easy decision, and I leave with 
some sadness. My interests have shifted, 
however, and I believe I’ve done what I 
can do within the constraints of daily 
deadlines and small panels. I am eager to 
work at a more thoughtful pace, with 
fewer artistic compromises. I have not 


Sincerely, 
Bill Watterson 


yet decided on future projects. That so 
many newspapers would carry Calvin 
and Hobbes is an honor I'll long be proud 
of, and I’ve greatly appreciated your sup- 


z port and indulgence over the past 


decade. Drawing this 


Calvin and Hobbes has been a staple in 
Comic Relief for the past seven years and 
we'llall miss Bill’s unique window on the 
world and on human nature. Ifthe oppor- 
tunity arises for Comic Relief to bring you 
the future work of Bill Watterson, you сап 
be sure that we will take it. 

Keep watching these pages for 
new and exciting 
cartooning talents. Re- 
member, in 1984 no one 
had heard of Bill either. 


СЕ 


COMIC RELIEF No.86 April, 1996 75 


I LIKE THE SOUND OF AND I LIKE WHEN THE SLEET ITS ONE OF THE FEW 

SLEET HITTING THE TURNS TO HEAYY SNOW AS IT PLEASURES RESERVED FOR 

WINDOW PANES AT NIGHT. GETS COLDER, SO YOU KNOW THOSE WHO DONT DRIVE 
THAT TOMORROW THE WORLD WILL Р 


P Ж. BE BURIED IN ICE AND SNOW / 
pas (7 


І KNEW І SHOULD'VE 
THRONN THAT SNOWBALL 


I HaVE BEEN EXTREMELY OBVIOUSLY, YOURE HOPING SANTA 
Good" THIS YEAR. WONT READ THE LONG, FINE PRINT 
DISCLOSURE IN THE FOOTNOTE. 


DEAR Santra, 
ці, 145 ME, саімім. 


I GOT THE \DEA 
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DEAR SaNta, ALSo, I would ENcouRqGE 


THis YEaR, PLEASE BEAR iN БУА 
Mind that L SHould BE PREsumed || 40MBt" qS BRoad 
INNOCENT UNTIL PROVEN POSSIBLE. 


TWIN BROTHER, OR SOMETHING || 
HED MAKE TONS FOR ALL THE 
BAD GIRIS AND BONS / 


DEAR Santa, 
BEFORE І SuBMit MY 
LIFE TO YouR MoRaL 
SCRutiNY, L ЗЕМама to 
KNoW wHo MadE You tHE 
MASTER ОҒ MY Fate > 


WHo GRE YOU +o QUESTION 
MY BEHavior, Huy PP? 
WHat GIVES You tHE RIGHT 1 


I SEE YOU, CALVIN, AND IS THE ENVELOPE 

ХОУ) BEMER NOT THROW | | ALREADY SEALED? 

THAT SNOWBALL! IM 

MAILING NGC TO YES, BUT I 
SANTA RIGHT NOW / COULD WRITE 


“REASONABLE 
LY as 


THE DANGEROUS, ANNOYING, 
AND CORRUPTING TOYS 
YOUR PARENTS WONT ALLOW / 


\ 


SANTA MAKES THE TOYS, SO 
HE GETS To DECIDE WHO 
TO GIVE THEM To. 


THATS PROBABLY A 
BAD WAY TO START. 


SHIRTS AND 
UNDERWEAR 


I'LL BET SHES BLUFFING, 
BUT THIS ISNT THE TIME 
OF NEAR To TEMPT FATE 


wama пл 
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Calvin“ HODbES 


Bi Бу Urea Press тады 


Т 1995 Wanerson/ 


SO JUST HANG ON WHILE 
I DECIDE WHAT THAT IS! 


І HAVE 200 SNOWBAUS! 
I AM UTTERLY 
INVINCIBLE ! 


T CAN ACT WITH TOTAL 
IMPUNITY! I CAN DO 
WHATEVER I WANT! 


7,1995 WallersovOrsi. by Urvversal Press Syndicate 


WITH 200 SNOWBALLS AT 

МХ IMMEDIATE DISPOSAL, 

І HAVE NO OPPOSITION / 
MY WILL IS LAW” 

I AM OMNIPOTENT / 


IN THE LONG TERM, W WOULD 
MAKE ME HAPPIER To DO 
WELL AT SCHOOL AND 


BUT IN THE VERY LONG 
TERM, І KNOW WHICH 
WILL MAKE BETTER 
MEMORIES . 


\N THE SHORT TERM, \T 
WOULD MAKE ME HAPPY 
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by Bill Watterson 


FIRST SHE SAYS GO OUT. 
NOW SHE SAYS COME IN. 


HA! WHAT A ROTTEN 

SNOWMAN! THAT'S THE 
WORST SNOWMAN 
IVE EVER SEEN / 


Too OFTEN WE DONT 
EXAMINE OUR LIVES. 
THIS 15 A TIME ТО TAKE 
STOCK AND THINK ABOUT 
WHATS IMPORTANT. 


THE CHRISTMAS SEASON 
15 ALWAYS A TIME FOR 
PERSONAL REFLECTION. 


Ol ВОХ, LOOK AT ALL THE | THISWIL BE ре 
SNOW! IT MUST BE SIX | PERFECT FOR Pole 
INCHES DEEP! SLEDDING ок. DONG - 


ITS A TIME To REDEDICATE 

ONESELF ТО FRENZIED 

ACQUISITION... A TIME TO 

SPREAD THE JON OF MATERIAL 

WEALTH... A TIME TO GLORIFY 

PERSONAL EXCESS OF 
EVERY KIND! 


DING DONG DING DONG 


ALL RIGHT! I'M N 
COMING! IM COMING! РИ 
AH 


COMIC RELIEF 


MY WORDS 
SPEAK LOUDER 
THAN ACTIONS 


a. 


BACK? 


r 


EARTHLY REWARDS MAKE 
CONSUMERISM А POPULAR 
RELIGION. 
«A TIME 
To ATONE 
FOR ONES 
FRUGALITY! 


WHAT THE HECK 15 WRONG 
WITH THIS PLANET YOU 
SOLD US?! 


No. 86 April, 1996 79 


Calvin™ Hobbes 


GALAKO\D 
AND 
NEBULAR! 


THIS COLD 
WHITE GLOP 
COVERS US 

AND FREEZES 


КАҢ ! UM..UK.. 
GIRL SCOTS! 
Do WE WANT 

ANY COOKIES? 


AXIS! WHAT 


DUR INNARDS! |, 


WITH A FAULTY 


SHOULD I Do? 


ШЕ SNOW. ] YOU DID NOT 
ЧОУ О BETTER | TELL US THAT 


TILT US AWAY 
FROM THE 
SUN 


ІТ SEEMS EARLY, BUT SURE, 
LET ME GET MY PURSE 


NOT UNTIL 
YOU FAX THE 
CLIMATE! 


OFFER A REFUND. GIVE BACK 
THEIR LEAF COLLECTION. 


етт-- 


ARRGGH! I 
THREW 17 AWAY 
WHEN W GOT 
SUCH А BAD 
GRADE! 


THEYRE GOING AWAY WITH 
ОЎ, STOCKINGS! 

SANTA CANT FILL 

EM WITH 1007 
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HELP THEM STAY | WEAR? THEY 
WARM THEN. DONT EVEN 
=s = НАМЕ ARMS! 
r „WHEY NEED 
S? HUGE SOKS 

©? 


NOU DIONT 


ШЕ PAD 50 
LEAVES FOR 
THIS PLANET! 
YOU GREATLY 
OVERCHARGED 


ҮЧ. SEE WHAT 


TRIFLE WITH 
US, EARTH 


les 
С 


JIT 


af mat AW. 


HMM... WELL, WE 
SHOULD AT LEAST 


ВОТ WHAT 
COULD THEY 


IM SURE SANTA KNOWS 
WE DID A NICE THING AND 
HELL WORK W ALL OUT 


Tynu ARE А most 
DISHONORABLE 
POTENTATE ' 


WE DEMAND 

YOU BRING 

THIS: PLANET 
UP To 


{ THEY SUDDENLY 
HAD TO GO EARN 
A MERIT BADGE 
QUICK, WHERE'S 

HOBBES ? 


МЕХ YEAH, E DID 


SOMETHING SELFLESSNESS 
GOOD’ WERE 15 THE HOPE 
TALKING JACKPOT!) ОЕ THE 
WE'RE TALKING SEASON 
MULTIPLE TRIPS 


FROM THE POLE 


by Bill Watterson 


57 
Youre THE \ MERRY 
BEST, HOBBES, | CHRISTMAS. 
OL BUDDY / 
THANKS / 


You sAY MY 175 OVER 
PRESENT FROM 
YOU S OUTSIDE? 


A GENERIC 
SNOWMAN , 


NOW I CRANK OUT CRUDE || SO CYNICAL, \ AND WHAT GOOD 
IMITATIONS OF WHATS ALREAD ЧЕТ so \S ORIGINALITY 
POPULAR! IT TAKES NO TIME] | PRACTICAL. / IF YOU CANT 

OR THOUGHT, AND MOST CRANK IT OUT? 


I USED To MAKE ORIGINAL 
SNOWMEN, BUT IT WAS 
TIME-CONSUMING, HARD 
WORK, SO I SAID, HECK, 
THIS 15 CRAZY! 


THE NEW ISSUE OF CHEWING WHATS SO HARD ABOUT WE SERIOUS CHEWERS NEED 
TELLS HOW To STAY IN TOP THAT? YOU CAN CHEW A LOT MORE THAN STRONG 
CHEWING CONDITION OVER GUM ALL NEAR. JAW MUSCLES, YOU KNOW / 
THE WINTER! _ 1 TO CHEW HOUR AFTER HOUR] | THIS HOBBY You 
4 WE NEED А TOTAL CROSS: | | CAN ENDURE. 
TRAINING FITNESS REGIME ! 


WORRY IN THE DARK, ITS EASIER ТО AND WS HARD To THATS WHY 
BMT THINGS ANS THEN I CANT IMAGINE AWFUL POSSIBILITIES FEEL COURAGEOUS TIGERS 
FALL ASLEEP. THAT YOU'D NEVER BE PREPARED ІМ LOOSE-FITTING, SLEEP IN 
FOR. DROWSY BEAR 
JAMMIES . 
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r 


Calvin“ HODbES 


PRE YOU MAKING ANY 
RESOLUTIONS POR THE 
NEW YEAR P 
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by Bill Watterson 


AND THE SNOWMAN WITH THE 
HE'S ENIONING ICE CREAM SCOOP IN HIS BACK ? 
A SNOW соңе/ Í 

THERES NOTHING “ 


HE LIKES 


WS A SORDID 
STORY. 


YEAH, TM RESOLVING TO 
JUST WING W AND SEE 
WHAT HAPPENS. |: 


%- 
ке, 
THE COURSE? Y Stick 
TO MY 


STRENGTHS 


CALVIN AND HoBBES 
SOON TO RETIRE- 
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